A Place For People
Another result of the digital world has caused our UK high
streets to decline. Online shopping has seen traditional
retailers crash. Town centre’s are deteriorating. What
was once bustling high streets now become invaded
with bookies and charity shops. In the last 10 years over
28,000 stores have closed. If these trends continue our
town centre’s will be dull and deserted.
We believe there is opportunity to transform our high
streets into community hubs. There is potential to
celebrate a sense of place. High streets must change
habits and not be driven by retail but must be destinations
filled with leisure, restaurants and experience based
storefronts. The high street can become a place to bind us
together and connect us. The following principles inform
you how we wish to restore high streets and improve the
community in local towns across the UK.
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The internet has fostered development of a large number
of new activities and services that are meant to facilitate
new kinds of social interactions that were not previously
possible. Although the digital world has benefited us, the
internet can increase loneliness and encourage a feeling
of isolation.
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Reconsider how existing, public space can fully
optimise potential
Identify opportunities to enhance new and existing urban
realm. Adapt the space to create pleasant places to rest
and play for people of all ages.

Evoke evening and night-time economy as a means
for revitalising local high streets
Create a stimulating destination providing a safe, secure
environment, with a vibrant choice and rich mix of
entertainment and activity after retail closing times.
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Increased mixed use throughout the high street.
The high street will no longer be dominated by retail but
include leisure, health, education and work spaces.

Adaptive reuse ; preserving our past, building our
future.
Increase adaptability and flexibility of both internal and
external spaces. Respond to ever-changing socioeconomic and environmental conditions, adapting
buildings to allow them to accommodate new uses.
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Reach for the sky.
Roofs tend to be functional and unused. We aim to
reclaim rooftops and transform these spaces into vibrant
community hubs.
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A Place For People
We have applied our fundamental principles to the city of Gloucester. Gloucester’s town centre is in decline due to out of town retail development and online shopping. Our
design will transform the high street into a vibrant place for all of the community to enjoy.

Using Rooftop Spaces

The Cross

Landscape

Adaptive Active Frontage

Enhanced Public Realm

Kings Square

Connecting into Urban Fabric

